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are more than 6000 stars, while other observers consider that there are at least 10,000. In the northern hemisphere one of the finest is that in the constellation Hercules, known as 13 Messier. It is just visible to the naked eye or with an opera-glass as a hazy star of the sixth magnitude,but a good telescope shows it to be a globular cluster, and the great Lick telescope resolves even the densest central portion into distinct stars, of which Sir John Herschel considered there were many thousands. These two fine clusters are figured in many of the modern popular works on astronomy, and they afford an excellent idea of these beautiful and remarkable objects, which, when more thoroughly studied, will probably aid in elucidating some of the obscure problems connected with the constitution and development of the stellar universe.
But for the purpose of the present work the most interesting fact connected with star-clusters is their remarkable distribution in the heavens. Their special abundance in and near the Milky Way had 'often been noted, but the full importance of the fact could not be appreciated till Mr. Proctor, and, later, Mr. Sidney Waters, marked down, on maps of the two hemispheres, all the star-clusters and nebulae in the best catalogues. The result is most interesting. The clusters are seen to be thickly strewn over the entire course of the Milky Way, and along its margins, while in every other part of the heavens they are thinly scattered at very distant intervals, with the one exception of the Magel-lanic clouds of the southern hemisphere, where they are again densely grouped; and if anything were needed to prove the physical connection of these clusters with the Galaxy it wouldase if innumerable multitudes of stars,mposing the Galaxy,t edgewise through an immense depth of stars; while                                 \
